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Suzie Branch named Birmingham Young      Professional Of The Year

Suzie Branch, client services director at BHMG Marketing, was last night crowned Birmingham Young Professional of the Year (BYPY) 2009 in an awards ceremony at the ICC.
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Ms Branch, winner of the Communications category, went on to beat the five other successful finalists from the financial, legal, recruitment and training, property and construction and entrepreneurial sectors, to the top spot of overall BYPY winner.

A panel of judges, chaired by Gary Taylor, director of property development company Argent, selected the 30-year-old Loughborough graduate who formed BHMG in 2005 after a management buyout.

Since forming BHMG Ms Branch and her co director have grown the business from a team of four into a full time staff of ten.

The other winners on the night were Graham Nicoll of Barclays Wealth, who triumphed in the financial category, Claire-Elaine Arthurs of HBJ Gateley Wareing, who beat the other legal category contenders, Pitch Consultants’ Ollie Purdom, who topped the recruitment and training sector, Mace Group’s Chris Hill, who won in the property and construction sector and Damien Deighan of Altruist Medical who led the pack in the entrepreneurial category.

The event also saw Alan Chatham, director of Birmingham Development Company, named BYPY Inspiring Leader 2009 in recognition of his contribution to the career development of the city’s young professionals.

Matt Taylor, chairman of Birmingham Future, the organisation behind BYPY, and director at PR and marketing consultancy Headline Communications, said: “As always, all of the finalists were of a very high standard this year and Birmingham should be proud to have such talented, driven individuals in its midst.

“Suzie struck all of the judges not only as an ambitious, astute businesswoman, but also as a sincere and caring person who gets involved with projects in the wider community for the purpose of helping others rather than furthering her career.

“We were particularly impressed by her passion for Birmingham and the West Midlands and believe she will be a strong advocate for the city and the wider region.”

Roula Samaha, chairwoman of the BYPY committee and HR and training manager at the Radisson SAS Hotel, said: “Suzie is an outstanding example of the talent and skills to be found in Birmingham’s young professionals.

“I am looking forward to hearing much more from her during the next 12 months in her role as BYPY 2009.”

BYPY is Birmingham Future’s flagship event and was sponsored by law firm Cobbetts for the second year running.

The evening’s other sponsors included AWM, Deloitte, Matthew Boulton and Sutton Coldfield College, Mace Group, Pertemps, West Bromwich Building Society, Wesleyan, Brefi, Harvey Nichols and Common Purpose.

